tendance.
The Report.
The Council, in their report for the year ended October 31st last, stated that the total amount collected was ?64,975, the largest sum ever collected on Hospital Sunday since its foundation. Mr. George Herring had again generously added one-fourth to the amount collected in places of worship, and his contribution had been ?12,802. The number of congregations which had contributed showed an increase of 62. An invitation to join in the Fund had been sent to most of the clergy in the home counties, but only 20 congregations responded. The Council thought that it could not be too often repeated that these country districts furnished a large proportion of the in-patients cf our hospitals.
Sir Joseph Savory, in moving the adoption of the report, congratulated the Council upon another record year. He hoped that, although the sum collected was large, they would exceed it next Hospital Sunday.
The Chief Rabbi (Dr. Adler) seconded the motion. He said that at no time were the needs of the hospitals more urgent. Enhanced cost of upkeep was necessitated by the demands of medical science, and great expenditure was being incurred so as to bring both the buildings and appliances into line with present day needs. Appeals for close on a million pounds were to be made in the immediate future for reconstruction schemes, and they must not slacken THE HOSPITAL. Dec. 19, 1903. their efforts for that Fand lest the silent hospitals which did not make special appeals should suffer.
A Peoposed Amendment. In the event of a congregational collection, made on Hospital Sunday, being given to a particular hospital, dispensary, or institution instead of being sent to the General Fund, the amount so sent shall bs deducted from the grant made to that hospital, etc , and can in no case be included as forming part of the Fund. And all the addition he was now moving did was to make it plain that all hospitals were placed on an identical footing. He hoped it would be realised that it was not only just but necessary to enforce this. They wanted united action in the cause of all by all participating charities, and without it they wculd never be in a position to raise ?100,000, which was the goal they set before them.
Sir William Church, K.C.B., M.D.,said that after the clear explanation to which they had just listened it was needless for him to speak further. It had always been their intention and desire that all hospitals should share equally in proportion to their need, and it was exceedingly unfair for any hospital to try to reap any special benefit.
The constituent who had previously referred to the waiting in out-patient departments wished to express objection to the Sunday parades in the East End, but was ruled out of order, the subject not being relevant to the motion under discussion, which was then put and carried unanimously, and a hearty vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor, proposed by Prebendary Ridgeway and seconded by Mr. R. B. Martin, terminated the proceedings.
